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To all students and faculty members of the Graduate School of Economics and Faculty of

Economics
January 24, 2022

The momentum of Omicron infection does not stop. Last Friday (January 21st), Priority
Measures for Prevention of Spread were issued to Tokyo. The number of infections at the
University of Tokyo is also increasing rapidly. Today the Activity Restriction Level of the

University of Tokyo has been raised from A to B.

Level B states that "research activities can continue with the utmost consideration for the
spread of the infection" but "we should consider minimizing contacts." Classes should be
"mostly online, but those classes that are more educationally effective in face-to-face setting
can be conducted in person (including combined use with online) after taking maximum
infection control measures.” Regarding extracurricular activities, some activities are

permitted "with the utmost consideration for the spread of infection."

The number of people infected with the Omicron strain is exploding, but many of them
exhibit mild conditions or are asymptomatic. As more people receives the booster
vaccination, we may be able to survive the sixth wave without the strict behavioral

restrictions of last year's or two years ago during the acute phases of the pandemic. Judging



from the experience at the University of Tokyo in the last two years, we know that education
and research can go on without much slowing down if we take proper infection control
measures such as washing hands, wearing masks, disinfecting with alcohol, and ventilating

rooms properly.

Even at level B, we do not plan to change the way we conduct research and education very
much at the Faculty of Economics. Large lecture classes will be taught online, but the
seminars and graduate classes that are considered to have a significantly higher educational
effect in face-to-face instructions will be held in person (and hybrid format). Of course, we
will continue the policy of not forcing face-to-face instructions. The regular class period is
over, but there may be some seminars that are planned over the break. After taking

sufficient infection control measures, please feel free to have those meetings in person or

hybrid.

As I wrote in the previous message, it is a pity that the Japanese government is still
suspending new foreigners from entering the country. President Fujii said in his New Year's

message (https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/focus/ja/articles/z1304_00216.html) as follows.

"While the immigration restrictions were relaxed in November, new foreigners were banned
from entering the country again, which hurt all the faculty and staff. Needless to say,
international students are indispensable members of our campus. We have been asking the
government to let our students to enter the country so that we can welcome those who chose
our university among top universities in the world and would take on the world in the near

future. I will continue making this request to the Japanese government."

I totally agree with him. [ hope that international students who are still outside Japan will be

able to join us here as soon as possible.

I look forward to hearing from you. Please email to chair@e.u-tokyo.ac.jp [Please send from
an ECCS Cloud Mail (@ g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)]. Although I have not answered to many mails,
I have nonetheless read all carefully and found them very useful. Thank you for your

cooperation.

Dean of Graduate School of Economics, University of Tokyo, Dean of Faculty of Economics
Takeo Hoshi



